COUNTY OF ST. PAUL NO. 19

Our Mission - To create desirable rural experiences

ADM-25 Community Organizations Grants and Loans Policy

Department: Administration
POLICY OBJECTIVE:

The County of St. Paul is committed to supporting eligible registered not-for-profit
community associations, organizations, and societies with funding for events, programs
and capital projects that provide residents an opportunity to engage through recreation
and culture in the community.

PURPOSE:

The grant is intended to establish a process for community halls, non-profit
organizations, societies, and other civic groups that provide services to its residents to
apply for grant funding and to ensure that grant requests are assessed and awarded in
a consistent and equitable manner that maximizes the benefit for County residents.

POLICY STATEMENTS:

1.0 Recreational Facilities Grants — Annual Operating Grants

1.1  Funding allocations for annual operating grants will be at the discretion of Council
and will be determined as part of the County’s budget deliberations. There is no
guarantee of annual operating grants from year to year.

1.2  All applicants must be registered and incorporated as societies or charities and
provide benefits to residents of the County.

1.3  Annual operating grants shall not be used for capital purchases.

1.4  The applicant must provide all documents and information, including financial
statements, as outlined in the Annual Recreational Facilities Grant application.

1.5 All applicants shall demonstrate fiscal responsibility, initiative and the ability to
generate revenue.

2.0 Community Grants for Charities, Non-Profits, Societies

2.1  The allocation of funding for community grants will be at the discretion of Council
and will be determined as part of the County’s budget deliberations. There is no
guarantee of community grants from year to year.
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2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

All funding requests from organizations must represent one of the following
community sectors:

(@ Arts;
(b) Community Spirit;
(c) Culture;

(d) Environmental Stewardship;
(e) Heritage;

() Recreation and Leisure; or
(g0  Tourism

An application or letter outlining the project and defining what the funding will be
used for must be submitted to County Administration. Through the application
process, organizations must demonstrate the following:

€) Planning and management capabilities;

(b)  Other active fundraising efforts;

(c) A need for the funds requested,;

(d)  Alevel of financial stability;

(e)  Adequate insurance coverage;

() A project plan, estimated cost, and timeline;

(@)  An attempt to access grant funding for the project; and

(h)  An explanation of how the project will benefit the community.

Applicants requesting funding must be registered societies or charities based
within the County of St. Paul corporate boundaries or a majority of the members
must be County residents.

New applications meeting the criteria will be given priority over organizations
submitting repeat applications.

The event, project, or phase of the project must be completed within twenty-four
(24) months of the funds being distributed. If the project cannot be completed
within the timeframe, the group may request an extension.

If an applicant does not complete the event, project or phase of a project which
the funding was provided for, that will be considered when they submit future
applications.

Applications must be project or event-based and will not be considered for the
following:

(@) Operating or administrative expenses not associated with a project;

(b)  Studies, plans, or strategies;

(© Attendance at conferences, workshops, seminars, educational programs,
or other professional development; and

(d)  Travel expenses or Honorariums.



2.9

2.10
2.11

2.12

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0
6.1

Applicants may be asked to provide a brief presentation to Council to explain the
merits of their proposed project or event.

Council will review the application and determine the funding allocation.

All applicants will be notified of their application status within sixty (60) days of
the receipt of their application.

Successful grant recipients must:
(@) Enterinto a “Letter of Agreement” with the County of St. Paul No. 19;

(b) Agree that any project cost shortfalls will be the responsibility of the
applicant; and

(c) Agree to recognize the County’s contribution to the project in public
information, media coverage, signage, and printed material.

Groups applying for a CFEP/CIP Grant

Community groups requesting matching funds for a CFEP or CIP grant, may be
provided with funding up to 25% of the matching portion, if they are successful
with their grant application. The County will provide the matching funds, after the
applicant provides proof that they were successful with their grant.

Applicants must be located within the boundaries of the County of St. Paul.
Elk Point Recreation Grant Funding

Funding allocations for the Elk Point Recreation Grant will be determined
annually during budget discussions. There is no guarantee of funding from year
to year.

In November or December of each year, Division 1 and 2 Councillors will make a
recommendation to Council for funding allocations to Elk Point Community
Groups. The recommendation will be ratified by Council.

Applications for funding from Elk Point Community Groups throughout the year
may be paid from the Elk Point Recreation Grant through a motion of Council.

Senior Transportation Grant

Upon request, a grant may be provided to Senior Citizens Organizations within
the County of St. Paul Boundaries. The funding must be used to offset
transportation costs for the group to travel to attend events/functions. The grant
will be paid from the Public Transportation Account.

Loans to all Community Groups

From time to time, Council may consider lending money to community halls, non-
profit organizations, societies, or other civic groups as per section 264 and 265 of
the MGA.



6.2

6.3
6.4
6.5

6.6

7.0
7.1
7.2

The County shall not provide a loan in excess of one hundred thousand dollars
($100,000).

The County shall not provide a loan for a period exceeding ten (10) years.
The interest rate for a loan will be set at Council’s discretion.

The loan applicant must be willing to enter into a loan agreement with the
County.

The County shall follow the process laid out in the Municipal Government Act for
loaning money to a non-profit organization.

General Information
Council has the discretion to waive criteria for specific applications.

There will be no opportunity to appeal Council’s decisions as they pertain to grant
funding or loans.

Council Approval: November 8, 2016
Amended: July 23, 2024



